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Faith Made Perfect 


By Frances Howard 


O MUCH is said concerning faith; 
I’ve heard that faith can soothe 
and heal. 
It seemed like such a passive thing, 
A pleasant-sounding way to feel— 
I know a deeper meaning now, 
For faith is active when it’s real. 


In searching through the Word of God 
For those who walked by faith, I find 

By faith God’s men did mighty things, 
For theirs was not a state of mind. 

My prayer is now to have great faith, 
The moving, fighting, daring kind. 


Three R's of Our Faith 


“Rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith,” believers are 
guarded against “the rudiments of the 
world.” The Apostle Paul warned the 
Colossians: “Beware lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ” (2:8; see also v. 20). There 
is nothing wrong with the three R’s of 
secular education (“reading, ’riting, and 
‘rithmetic”), but they have been and 
still are misused to lead men into error. 
But Christianity has its three R’s also 





which will enlighten and keep any man 
who receives them into his heart. In a 
recent letter referring to a radio talk 
on “The Contribution of American 
Christian Colleges in Mid-Twentieth 
Century America” which he was asked 
to give from a Chicago station, President 
V. Raymond Edman of Wheaton College 
wrote: “In substance I stated that 
Christian colleges.make an indispensable 
contribution to the defense of America 
just because they are free, and are dedi- 
cated to perpetuate the freedoms we 
have inherited. Without the basic fun- 
damentals of any field of knowledge or 
experience, all is meaningless and use- 
less. For example, who can comprehend 


x 


mathematics without first learning thor- 
oughly the essentials of arithmetic— 
the multiplication table and the princi- 
ples of addition, subtraction, and divi- 
sion? Likewise, who can understand the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ who is 
not grounded thoroughly in the three 
R’s of our Christian faith—the Revela- 
tion of God which is the Bible, the Re- 
demption made for us on Calvary’s 
Cross, and the Return of the Saviour 
to complete God’s original intention for 
His creation? Thus it is true likewise 
in the field of government. Unless we 
know our liberties, love them, explain 
them to our children, and are prepared 
to defend them, we can lose them.” 
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His Gentleness 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


Thy gentleness hath made me great 
(2 Sam, 22:36). 

F ALL the attributes of God, per- 
O haps the one of which we hear least 

is [the attribute of His gentleness. 
We read of Hjs justice, His mercy, His 
righteousness, His loving-kindness; but 
in time of great need we may be com- 
forted more by the understanding touch 
of His gentleness than by any other 
quality of God’s personality. 

After the rain following the three 
years of famine, when Elijah had fled 
into the wilderness from the deadly 
wrath of Jezebel, he was blessed with 
a glimpse of the gentleness of God. As 
he lay asleep an angel touched him and 
said, “Arise and eat. And he looked, 
and, behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruse of water at 
his head. And he did eat and drink. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will feed my flock, and I will 
cause them to lie down, saith the 
Lord God. I will seek that which 
was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and will 
bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which 
was sick ...” (Ezek. 34:15, 16). 




















. . And the angel of the Lord came 
again the second time .. . and said, 
Arise and eat; because the journey is 
too great for thee” (1 Kings 19:5-7). 
Surely the weary and disheartened 
prophet felt and was comforted by the 
gentleness of God as He cared thus for 
His servant. Strength from this visita- 
tion of God lasted Elijah for forty days. 
Again, God spoke to Elijah not in the 
fire or in the wind, but in the “still 
small voice”’—a “sound of gentle still- 
ness,” as another version states. 


Servant of God, have you ever felt 
as if you were all alone in your serv- 
ice, as if no one else cared, and you were 
weary enough just to give up? Turn 
to the Lord, and you will feel the rest 
and comfort of His gentle touch. 


Again and again in the Old Testa- 
ment we have evidences of the gentle- 
ness of our Lord. When Jacob left his 
home in Beersheba he spent the first 
night at a place which he later named 
Bethel. In a dream God showed him 
angels ascending and descending be- 
tween Heaven and earth. From the 
opened Heaven God said to Jacob: “Be- 
hold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land; 
for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee 
of” (Gen, 28:15). Though there was 
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fear in the heart of Jacob, knowing his 
sin and his unworthiness, surely he was 
comforted by this gentle dealing of God 
with him. 

In times when we have failed God 
and others, how comforting and encour- 
aging it is to hear that God will forgive 
and will still fulfill His purpose for us! 
Although there are times when God re- 
proves us, there are also times when 
in repentance for sin we shall know 
that He cares and will continue to use 
and guide us, 

During the journey of the Israelites 
in the wilderness God ministered to 
every need of His people. Not only did 
He guide them in the times of march 
but He also provided times of rest. “At 
the commandment of the Lord they 
rested in the tents” (Num. 9:23). We 
read in God’s Word that “the steps of 
a good man are ordered by the Lord” 
(Psa, 37:23) and we can be assured that 
this also means the “stops.” We expect 
God’s guidance when we are actively 
serving Him; but we need to know that 
He is also guiding in times of illness, 
enforced inactivity of any kind, when 
we must wait upon Him for the next 
step, or when for any reason our tasks 
for Him are taken away or temporarily 
withheld. In times of complete help- 
lessness, perhaps more than at any 
other times, we need the gentle touch 
of God. And He will give us that touch 
—directly from His own hand and from 
His Word, and through the gentleness 
of others who are living close to Him. 

The gentleness of the Lord is shown 
in the Psalms in such phrases as, “Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand” (Psa. 
73:23b); “He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 
trust” (Psa. 91:4). And surely every 
need of the child of God is shown in 
Psalm 23 to be met by the gentle care 
of the Shepherd for His sheep. 

We see the gentleness of the Lord 
Jesus when He took little children in 
His arms, when He healed the blind 
and cleansed the lepers, and brought 
the dead back to loved ones. When He 
came to the grave of Lazarus, He wept. 
In His short conversation with the 
woman who had sinned greatly she 
must have felt the great gentleness of 
His spirit. In the midst of His own 
great agony on the cross, the penitent 
thief must have felt the gentleness as 
well as the compassion of the Saviour 
when He said, “To day shalt. thou be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
Knowing the bewilderment of His dis- 
ciples and the loneliness they would 
experience when He had gone from 
them, He told them of the Comforter 
whom He would send to abide with 
them forever. After the resurrection 
the word was given to those early at 
the tomb to “go your way, tell his dis- 
ciples and Peter” (Mark, 16:7). The 
Lord Jesus knew the anguish of Peter’s 
heart and sent this gentle word to let 
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him know of his Master’s love and 
thought of him. 

Perhaps at no time is the servant of 
the Lord more in need of the gentle 
touch of his Lord than in times of dis- 
couragement. Of course we should not 
be disheartened if we know that we 
are in the will of the Lord, but He 
knows our frailty and so has given us 
the words, “Be careful [anxious] for 
nothing . . and the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7). 

Paul says, “I . . , beseech you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 


(Continued on page 321) 








Notes on Open Letters 





ls Recovery Possible? 


I have just read the article, “The 
Tragedy of a Lost Opportunity,” by Dr. 
Holden, appearing in the Trmes De- 
cember 28, and am profoundly stirred 
by it. Will you be kind enough to 
give me your carefully considered 
judgment on the following points: 

1. Suppose that, in the life of an in- 
dividual, such as he pictures Lot to 
have been, or those people in our day, 
the sins were “big” and “many,” 
would the author’s answer be the 
same as it is in the last paragraph— 
“Is recovery possible’? Would his 
answer be “Yes,” notwithstanding the 
following Scripture passages: Gala- 
tians 5:19-21; Matthew 18:6; and Prov- 
erbs 29:1? 

2. Does God “cut off,” in these days 


of grace? Recently there was a vision, ‘ 


or apparition, by bright lamplight, 

with apparently unmistakable super- 

natural aspects, and showing an ani- 
mated dangling cord. Suddenly the 
cord was severed, cut off, and fell. 

Accompanying the first characteriza- 

tion were waving tongues of flame. 

Does God work in such a manner to- 

day? If so, would such a manifesta- 

tion set aside the affirmative answer 
given by Dr. Holden in the last para- 
graph of the article to the question, 

“Is recovery possible”? 

If so, if the sins of the guilty should 
be “covered” by the grace of God and 
the cleansing power of the blood of 
Christ, then I know of one desperate 
soul that would “rejoice with joy un- 
speakable.”—A Western reader. 

The Editor is glad to stand with Dr. 
Stuart Holden, and a host of other for- 
given sinners of past and present days, 
and answer a hearty “Yes!” to the first 
question. God is always ready to for- 
give and restore a penitent sinner to 
fellowship with Himself, though as Dr. 
Holden said, “It is always with pain and 
with shame that such restoration and 
re-creation is brought about.” He spoke 
of the need for a double adjustment, 
“first with God, and then with those 
whom we have wronged by our influ- 
ence”; and often the most painful part 
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of restoration is asking forgiveness of 


our fellow men. (But this should not 
be, and it only goes to show how much 
we fear the censure of men and how 
lightly we esteem God’s displeasure.) 
The size and the number of a man’s 
sins do not prevent God’s forgiveness, 
provided the man wants it and comes 
to God in the only acceptable way, that 
is, through His Son as substitute and 
Saviour. “As it is written, There is 
none righteous, no, not one ... for there 
is no difference: for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:10, 22, 23): A man’s sins may 
cause great mental and physical suf- 
fering to himself and his family, and 
perhaps others; but even so, they are 
not too great for the remedy God has 
provided, that is, the blood of Christ, 
*How much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:14) 
“But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
. . If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:7, 9). If forgiveness depended 
on the size and number of sins, who 
then could have assurance of salvation? 
When the Lord Jesus told Peter to 
forgive his brother “until seventy times 
seven” (Matt. 18:22), He surely meant 
indefinitely, or as many times as he 
sinned. And He would not have used 
such strong terms unless they were a 
picture of the Heavenly Father’s will- 
ingness to forgive one of His sinning 
children. 
.In referring to Galatians 5:19-21, in 
which is the terrible list of the sins of 
the flesh, the reader may be troubled 
by the last phrase, “that they which do 
such things shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God.” This means those who 
practice such things and keep on in 
them. Let the reader compare this 
passage with 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10, 
where some of the same sins are men- 
tioned, but after which Paul says, “And 
such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the. Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” 
(v. 11). The same thoughts apply to 
Matthew 18:6 and Proverbs 29:1. Res- 
toration to fellowship with God is- pos- 
sible to the very end of this life, though 
there is no second chance after death. 
God does not cut off those who were 
once saved and therefore have eternal 
life in His Son. It is admitted that there 
are some passages of Scripture that pre- 
sent difficulties for this view, but there 
are many others which are positive and‘ 
clear to support it. THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
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(Continued -on page 328) 








eweoweoemrrmreess 


ae. oe em a 


a he at 


ss 








” 























- 


Lesson for May 11 


are divided 


the Devil’s present evil design of 

causing misery and sin, and of 
peopling hell, and to avail ourselves of 
the victory over the Devil that God 
has provided for us. Calvary was his 
Waterloo and faith overcomes the ac- 
cuser of the brethren by the blood of 
the Lamb. James tells us that if we 
resist the Devil, he will flee from us 
(4:7). The only effective weapon to 
defeat him is the infallible Word of 
God (Matt. 4:4; Eph. 6:17). 

Our responsibility is threefold. We are 
to watch against Satan (1 Pet. 5:8); 
to give no place to him (Eph. 4:27); 
and to resist him (Jas. 4:7). Our en- 
emy is free on earth to the length of 
his chain, but no further (Job 2:6). 
He cannot go beyond God’s permission 
to injure God's elect. “His freedom of 
range in the air and on earth is that 
of a chained prisoner under sentence.” 
By faith, we must appropriate the vic- 
tory over all satanic powers that Christ 
secured by His death and resurrection. 

The apostasy of angels is clearly 
taught in different parts of Scripture. 
A vast number of intelligent beings— 
how many, we have no way of knowing 
—lost their ‘pristine honor and happi- 
ness, their primeval virtue and dignity. 
Excelling all others in knowledge, 
power, and splendor, they rose up in 
rebellion against the Creator, Benefac- 
tor, and Sovereign and sank to the 
depths of sin, shame, and misery, earn- 
ing for themselves thereby endless 
hatred and contempt. 

Like the Devil, their leader, they, too, 
were drowned in conceit. Through 
pride they fell, and since their fall have 
labored to effect universal rebellion 
against the laws of God. 

In his ingenious treatise, “Inquiries of 
the Angelical World,” Reynolds suggests 
that the angels fell because: 

1. They refused the rule of instituted 
worship, in their own world. 

2. They refused their appointed or- 
der and station. 

3. They refused appointed ministry 
to some inferior world. 

4. They refused an 
and Head. 

The solemn truth we cannot erase 
from Holy Writ is the hopelessness of 
the fallen hierarchy of Heaven. The 
Devil and his angels are without hope. 
God has not exercised His sovereign 
mercy to rebellious angelic beings, nor 
has He made provision for their recov- 
ery, as He has for a race of sinning 
men through the incarnation and sac- 


O obligation is to be aware of 


incarnate Lord 
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IV. The Fallen Angels 


And the two groups into which they 


In this fourth article of his series 
on “The Doctrine of Angels,” Dr. 
Lockyer quotes Reynolds, an old 
writer, who suggests four reasons 
why the angels fell. It is possible, 
as Dr. Lockyer also points out, to 
deduce from Scripture that some of 
the angels who rebelled against God 
are bound while others are more 
or less free, and it is these latter 
who cause men so much trouble. 
The fifth article in next week’s issue 
will be on demons and their power. 








rifice of His beloved Son. Dreadful 
punishment awaits these angels trans- 
formed into evil, malignant spirits and 
demons. When they sinned against God, 
divine thunder dashed them into hell, 
and for them there is the blackness of 
darkness forever and ever. 

When man fell, God provided a rem- 
edy for his sin and, through His mercy, 
lifts the fallen creature out of misery. 
“Angels tumbled down from Heaven, 
and divine goodness could not vouch- 
safe to catch them,” says Charnock. 
Man tumbles down, and divine good- 
ness holds out a hand to lift him up 
(Heb, 2:14). “We were as fit objects of 
justice as they, and they as fit objects 
of goodness as we; they were prime and 
golden pieces of creation, not laden with 
gross matter, yet they lie under the 
ruins of their fall; while man, through 
grace, as lead in comparison with them, 
is refined for another world.” 

The efficacious blood of Christ avails 
only for those of human blood which 
angels have not. The sole, sufficient sac- 
rifice of the Saviour is only for a world 
of sinners lost and ruined by the fall. 
Christ did not come to convert fallen 
angels, but to destroy their empire. 

As I have already hinted, two classes 
are to be distinguished among the fallen 
angels, namely, The Fallen and Fettered 
and The Fallen and Free, 


1. THE FALLEN AND FETTERED 


These angels are not to be confused 
with those who are free to roam and 
act at the bidding of their satanic mas- 
ter. Originally they were one with the 
rebellious host; but somewhere along 
the line, the angels who are presently 
in captivity became separated from the 
rest and were thrust by God into dark- 
ness. These are the fallen angels. who 
left their first estate and are reserved 
unto the final judgment. Their revolt 
must have been more deeply and more 
heinously criminal to have deserved the 
immediate loss of their freedom. and 
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millenniums of severe bondage. The 
liberty they had after their expulsion 
from Heaven was taken from them, 

There are two specific references to 
the present plight of these. chained and 
doomed angels. Peter says: “For if 
God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and deliv- 
ered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). 
Jude writes in a similar strain: “And 
the angels which kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains un- 
der darkness unto the judgment of the 
great day” (Jude 6). 

It is clear that these two verses refer 
to the same class of sinning angels. It 
may help us to determine the occasion 
of the severance of this section of the 
angelic host from the rest of the fallen 
company if we examine the language 
and context of each passage. 


“The angels that sinned” (2 Pet. 2:4), 
points to some definite sin. What par- 
ticular sin is implied? Not that which 
preceded the history of the human race 
commonly known as the fall of angels, 
of which there is no record in the Old 
Testament. That they fell is evident, 
but when they fell is not revealed 
These angels who were not spared pun- 
ishment were cast down to hell. The 
word translated “hell” is Tartaros, the 
deepest pit of gloom. Although such 
a terrible abyss of darkness must be 
awful, it is only a temporary abode. 
A still more dreadful prison awaits 
these evil angels. 

Jude is somewhat more explicit and 
reminds us that these angels were so 
punished because they left their: first 
estate, failed to keep their own dignity, 
and forsook their own principality. 
They lost not only their freedom, but 
their power or rule through entrance 
into a forbidden realm: I have no hesi- 
tation in linking the passages from Jude 
and Peter with Genesis 6:2, where angels 
grievously sinned against God by hav- 
ing intercourse with women; and for 
this abominable sin, God, exercising His 
sovereign will, in divine justice, sent 
these lustful angels to hell and de- 
stroyed their unusual offspring in the 
Flood. 

The chief guilt then, of these angels, 
is seen in that they crossed the bounda- 
ries that God had appointed for His 
creatures, and so total ruin speedily 
ensued. Since their bondage, these 
fallen angels have ceased to trouble 
the human race. There are those writers 
who affirm that this union of evil spirits 
and women gave rise to a brood of 
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demons which ever since that time have 
wrought much evil in the lives of men. 
But, as we shall see, the demons are 
no offspring of such illicit union, but 
the other outcasts from Heaven who 
did not participate in the sin of angels, 
necessitating the Flood. 

Dr. F. A. Tatford suggests that it was 
“Satan’s purpose to contaminate the 
whole of Adamic womanhood and 
thereby prevent the advent of the prom- 
ised Seed, and it was doubtless at his 
instigation that angelic beings volun- 
tarily left their aerial habitation and 
surrendered their dignities and respon- 
sibilities in order to commit the im- 
pious outrage of cohabiting with Adam’s 
descendants. Using their inherent power 
of materialization, they entered into in- 
congruous union with women on earth, 
the offspring of these unnatural mar- 
riages being the heroes who were men 
of old, ‘men of renown.’” 

This confounding of two distinct or- 
ders of creatures and the production of 
a mixed race, partly human, partly 
superhuman, was such a derangement 
of the divine plan as warranted the 
almost total extermination of all who 
were upon the earth. Although our 
Lord declared that the angels in Heaven 
do not marry, the emphasis is on the 
word Heaven. Nothing is said as to 
what they might do under other cir- 
cumstances or in a different environ- 
ment. Willfully departing from the 
original condition of existence, and as- 
suming human forms, these angels be- 
came conscious of human passions. 


2. THE FALLEN AND FREE 


By the free, evil angels, we mean 
the host of which the Devil is the 
leader. Over those in captivity he has 
no jurisdiction whatever. We know 
nothing ‘more of this class of angels 
than we do of the good angels, which 
is simply that they .were created by 
God (Col. 1:16). Originally they were 
among the good angels but fell with 
Satan, though just when or why they 
fell has not been fully revealed. We 
can only surmise that they fell into 
condemnation through pride. 

Belief in the existence and power of 
evil spirits has prevailed among all the 
known peoples of the world from earli- 
est times. Among uncivilized peoples 
there is still a belief that many demons 
are the surviving spirits of animals, 
particularly those creatures feared by 
man, such as the serpent and the wolf. 
Students of demonology also know that 
physical maladies, such as headache, 
fever, the plague, were all personified 
as demons; as were also certain moral 
qualities, for example, lust, evil thought, 
and falsehood. 

Conceptions of demonic activity and 
possession as found among the Baby- 
lonian, Assyrian, and in Jewish apocry- 
phal literature, however, is not our pres- 
ent concern. Because the Lord Jesus 
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came as the Truth, what He taught is, 
for us, the authoritative word. We re- 
ject the idea that He accommodated 
Himself to the teaching prevalent 
among the Jews concerning the reality 
and operations of evil spirits. Never 
for a moment did He doubt the pres- 
ence and power of demons. Coming 
to earth as the Son of God He was 
familiar with the fall of Lucifer and 
his angels. He was present in the date- 
less past when this rebellion took place. 
Thus the Gospels portray Christ as the 
great Exorcist, whose very presence 
terrified the demons, and at whose com- 
mand, as we shall see, they were com- 
pelled to leave their tortured victims. 
The modernistic theory of accommoda- 
tion to beliefs of His time, then, is not 
in accord with the character of Christ 
as the Teacher of divine truth. 
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Our Lord in His struggles against 
Satan and his hosts cast out demons 
(Mark 1:39); cured those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits (Luke §: 
18) and “possessed with devils” (Matt, 
4:24). When the emissaries of John the 
Baptist came to ask Jesus whether He 
was really the Messiah, He cured many 
of their diseases and hurts and eyil 
spirits (Luke 7:21), as an evidence of 
His Messiahship. Out of Mary Mag- 
dalene, He cast “seven demons” (Luke 
8:2, A.S.V.; Mark 16:9, A.S.V.). Then 
He commissioned His disciples to “cast 
out demons,” to have “power and author- 
ity over all demons,” and never to dis- 
parage the expulsion of evil spirits 
(Matt. 10:8, A.S.V.; Mark 6:7; 9:38; Luke 
9:1-49, A.S.V.). Returning from their 
mission, the disciples rejoiced because 
the demons had been subject unto them 








Blessed Is the Man Whom Thou Chastenest 


By SIR ROBERT GRANT 


“Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of 


thy law” (Psa. 94:12). 


SAVIOUR, whose mercy, severe in its kindness, * 
Has chastened my wanderings and guided my way, 
Adored be the power which illumined my blindness, 
And weaned me from phantoms that smiled to betray. 


Enchanted with all that was dazzling and fair, 
I followed the rainbow, I caught at the toy; 
And still in displeasures, Thy goodness was there, 
Disappointing the hope, and defeating the joy. 


The blossom blushed bright, but a worm was below, 
The moonlight shone fair—there was blight in the beam; 
Sweet whispered the breeze, but it whispered of woe; 
And bitterness flowed in the soft-flowing stream. 


So, cured of my folly, yet cured but in part, 
I turned to the refuge Thy pity displayed; 
And still did this eager and credulous heart 
Weave visions of promise, that bloomed but to fade. 


I thought that the course of the pilgrim to Heaven 

Would be bright as the summer, and glad as the morn; 
Thou show’dst me the path—it was dark and uneven, 

All rugged with rock, and all tangled with thorn. 


I dreamed of celestial reward and renown; 
I grasped at the triumph which blesses the brave; 

I asked for the palm-branch, the robe, and the crown; 
I asked—and Thou show’dst me a cross, and a grave. 


Subdued and instructed, at length, to Thy will, 

’ My hopes and my longings I fain would resign; 

O give me the heart that can wait and be still, 
Nor know of a wish nor a pleasure but Thine. 


There are mansions exempted from sin and from woe, 
But they stand in a region by mortals untrod; 

There are rivers of joy—but they roll not below; 
There is rest—but it dwells in the presence of God. 


Editor’s Note.—This exceptionally fine poem is from an old book called 
“Cheering Words for the Master’s Workers” (Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 


900 Broadway, Corner 20th St., New York, 1872). 
editor’s name, and the introduction is signed by the initials ‘‘A. C. T.” 


There is no compiler’s or 
Many 


of the poems in this valuable old collection (out of print) are anonymous, 


though a few bear the names of well-known wr 
by Anson D. F. Randolph that the Editor has 


rs. All the books published 
ver se€n are good, and he 


would appreciate any information about this old publishing house that readers 


can give him. . 
























\ 


nee S= St = 


oo 








ut of 

















Lesson for May 11 


in Christ’s name (Luke  10:17-20). 
Herod’s threats were met with the chal- 
lenge, “I cast out demons” (Luke 13: 
32, AS.V.). Following His death and 
ascension, the power thus exercised by 
the Lord Jesus became the prerogative 
of His disciples (Mark 16:17, 18; Acts 
8:7; 16:16-18; 19:12-17). 
(To be continued) 


His Gentleness 
(Continued from second page) 


Cor. 10:1). Our lives are to be reflec- 
tions of the life of our Lord and there- 
fore we must be gentle and show this 
quality to others. “And the servant of 
the Lord must . . . be gentle unto all 
men” (2 Tim. 2:24). He is to “speak 
evil of no man, to be .. . gentle” (Titus 


Holding the Ropes 
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3:2). James speaks of the gentleness 
of Christian wisdom: “But the wisdom 
that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle” (Jas, 3:17). 

As children of God, indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, we have countless oppor- 
tunities to show His gentleness to others 
—in visits to the ill or shut-in friends, 
in words of kindness or of approbation 
to fellow Christians, in soft answers to 
the unkind or thoughtless words of 
others, in quick apology for our own 
hasty words, in unobtrusive helpfulness 
to the aged or those physically weak or 
incapacitated, and so on. 

Gentleness is not a virtue of the weak 
but of the strong. It is not a grace that 
may be obtained by one’s own works 
or endeavors. It is solely a fruit of 
Christian character produced by the 
Holy Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit 
is ... gentleness” (Gal. 5:22). 


Organizing missionary prayer times for new fervor and effectiveness 


pes deep sea diver who searches the 
ocean floor for treasures must de- 
pend on those who hold the ropes. If 
they fail, his quest will be fruitless, 
and he may even lose his life. Shall 
the church of Jesus Christ fail to pray 
for missionaries who are gathering pre- 
cious fruit in dangerous places? 

Organized prayer groups for mission- 
aries encounter difficulty in this day of 
crowded programs; but very effective 
praying may also be carried on in the 
home by individuals. What system do 
these use? Or do they merely trust 
the Holy Spirit to direct them as to 
how and when and for whom to pray? 
For my own part, as a retired mission- 
ary, I find a system necessary because 
of failing memory and much interrupted 
leisure. I’ve finally hit.on a plan that 
works and gives me heart satisfaction. 

A large loose-leaf notebook is both 
my prayer scrapbook and my mission- 
ary letter file. Photos from prayer cards 
and missionary magazines are pasted 
on the left side of the page, and on the 
right are jotted in pencil the latest 
prayer requests. As I review each page 
in prayer, I mark the date. This date 
shows me whether I’m regular or spas- 
modic in prayer. The scrapbook stays 
open on my desk as I come and go 
about my work. The pictures call me 
to be “praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit” (Eph. 
6:18). 

This scrapbook is also my missionary 
letter file. As circulars and personal 
letters come in, I jot down the requests 
and file the letters by the correspond- 
ing photos. But why keep a letter 
when the requests have been noted? 


By ANNA M. VAN HOOK 


Because the rereading of a letter brings 
one much closer in heart to the writer. 
The danger of any formal systém is the 
loss of vital, loving, heart interest in 
what concerns the missionary. Inter- 
cession can become cold when just lists 
of needs meet the eyes. But the photos 
and the letters, written so prayerfully, 
keep one in touch and encourage prayer. 

But what shall I ask for these mis- 
sionaries?, A new icebox, a recorder, a 
radio, some new records, a jeep, a 
trailer? Some years ago a missionary 
group asked me: “How can we pray 
for you when we don’t know your 
needs?” I replied, as I’ve done ever 
since: “Just put mé into the Apostle 
Paul’s prayers. That will cover all I 
need.” 

Here are some needs the Apostle Paul 
Saw: 

1. Spiritual wisdom, knowledge and 

power (Eph. 1:17-19). 

2. Spiritual strength (Eph. 3: 16-19). 

3. Spiritual fruit (Phil. 1:9-11). 

4. Knowledge of God’s will (Col. 1:9)v 


5. Patience and longsuffering (Col. 
; 1:11), 
* 6. A door of utterance for the Gospel 
(Col, 4:3). 


I’ve memorized these prayer passages 
and pasted the above outline on the 
inside cover of my scrapbook, so I may 
be able to use one or more of the 
prayers to begin intercession. Then if 
the icebox or the jeep would seem to 
be God’s will, I make it a definite re, 
quest. A general “God bless our mis- 
sionaries” is to be avoided, unless we 
specify the blessing we desire, both 
spiritual and temporal, 


But I'm putting last what should be | 
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first, because the Apostle Paul put it 


first. “I... cease not to give thanks 
for you” (Eph, 1:15, 16; 2 Cor. 1:11). 
This is all-important. Look at those 
happy faces in the photos—the little 
children, the sweet young folks. Let's 
give thanks for such parents and chil- 
dren, such dedicated unmarried women, 
such Christian homes in lands where 
marital infidelity, cruelty, and deform- 
ity are the rule. Let’s give thanks for 
such living epistles in the midst of 
paganism! 

And let’s not neglect prayer for the 
children, the natural feeders for our 
next generation of missionaries, They 
may be preparing for life service far 
from parents, surrounded by strangers. 

So as we look at our scrapbook and 
review our letters in the presence of 
the Lord, we’ll find our hearts stirred 
to pray with a new fervor. And why 
not put our thoughts into letters to our 
missionaries, assuring them of our 
prayers? Above all, let’s not fail to 
hold the ropes for them! 


WEBSTER GROVES, Mo. 
v2 


A Fine Tour for Times Readers 
and Friends 








LASKA cruises are wonderful in 

the summer, as many Sunpay 
ScHooL Times readers will testify. 
Following eighteen very successful 
tours, another Christian Fellowship 
Tour is being arranged for this year. 
The travelers will enjoy the relaxation 
and peace of a sea voyage through ma- 
jestic mountain canyons, on the placid 
waters of the impressive Inside Pas- 
sage. Resting comfortably from care 
and stress, in deck chairs, they will 
watch the glorious scenery on both sides 
of the ship. Mountain peaks, wooded 
islands, waterfalls, and lovely fiords 
pass in review; and quaint villages, fish- 
ing boats, porpoises, and even whales 
may be close enough to photograph. 
The ship stops at interesting ports, such 
as Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, and Ju- 
neau, before docking at Skagway. 

Out from Skagway, the party will en- 
joy a very unusual train ride of sixty- 
seven miles to Carcross in the Yukon. 
The railroad skirts many snow-capped 
mountain peaks, and each turn of the 
ride brings into view a scene that sur- 
passes the previous ones. The yiews 
on this ride are stupendous, and espe- 


TIDWEtEErBre 29BRARY 









THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





April 26, 1958 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. MAY 11. 


GOD'S PROVISION FOR WORSHIP 


Exodus 35 to 40; printed text, 35:20-26; 40:34-38 
Golden Text.—Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.—Psa. 96:8 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Exod, 35:20 And all the congregation of the children of 
Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 

21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, 
and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they 
brought the Lorp’s offering to the work of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy 
garments. 

22 And they came, both men and women, as many as were 
willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and 
rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an offering of gold unto the Lorp. 

23 And every man, with whom was found blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, and red skins of 
rams, and badgers’ skins, brought them. 

24 Every one that did offer an offering of silver and brass 
brought the Lorp’s offering: and every man, with whom was 
found shittim wood for any work of the service, brought it. 

25 And all the women that were wise'hearted did spin 
with their hands, and brought that which they. had spun, 


both of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen, 
26 And all the women whose heart stirred them up in 
wisdom spun goats’ hair. 


Chap. 40:34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congre- 
gation, and the glory of the Lorp filled the tabernacle. 

35 And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 
of the Lorp filled the tabernacle. 

36 And when the cloud was taken up from over the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their 
journeys: 

37 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed 
not till the day that it was taken up. 

38 For the cloud of the Lorp was upon the tabernacle by 
day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


EW Biblical studies are more re- 
F  waraine than that of the Taber- 

nacle in the wilderness, along with 
the related subjects of the priesthood 
and the offerings. It is, of course, pos- 
sible to let our imagination run riot 
and, disregarding legitimate rules of in- 
terpretation, to read far-fetched ideas 
into many of the details. Because some 
have done this is no good reason why 
the study itself should be neglected or 
accounted fantastic. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews gives full 
authority for seeing in the ministry of 
the Tabernacle the priestly work of 
Christ, and it does not stand alone in 
such encouragement. We see Christ in 
the curfains that lead to the holy of 
holies; we see Him in the brazen altar 
as our sin offering; we see Him in the 
holy of holies as our High Priest with 
His own blood; we see Him as the min- 
ister of the Covenant and the propitiat- 
ing mercy seat, securing for us com- 
munion with God. 

Not only is our salvation wrapped up 
in Him but our worship, our walk, our 
work, all depend on our relation with 
Him as our sacrifice and our great High 
Priest. 

The earnest student would be well 
advised to secure such helps as: “Lec- 
tures on the Tabernacle,” by S. Ridout 
(Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 2ist St. New 
York 10; $3.50); “Simple Talks on the 
Tabernacle,” by D. H. Dolman (Zon- 





dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $1.50); “The Tabernacle of Is- 
rael,” by H. W. Soltau (probably out 
of print); “The Tabernacle, Priesthood, 
and Offerings,” I, M. Haldeman (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3). 


Verse by Verse 

Exod. 35:20.—*. . the children of 
Israel departed from the presence of 
Moses.” See verse 1. The special pur- 
pose of the assembly was to give in- 
structions concerning the offering for the 
Tabernacle. 


Verse 21.—“. . . every one whom his 
spirit made willing . .. brought the 
Lord’s offering .. .” God is not inter- 
ested in offerings that have to be wrung 
from unwilling hearts and hands. Notice, 
it is “Jehovah’s offering.” 


Verse 22.—*. . . both men and women 
. willing hearted ,.. . all jewels of 
gold ...” The women, as well as the 
men, were participants in the offering. 
Where did these newly released slaves 
get brooches and rings of gold? 
12:35, 36. Notice the emphasis on the 
willing-hearted. The gold was used for 
the holy place and the holy of holies. 


Verse 23.—“. . . blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine linen .. . and badgers’ 
skins...” These were used for the cur- 
tains and for the coverings of the tent. 
The A.S.V. has “sealskins” for “badgers’ 
skins.” 


Verse 24.—“, . . silver and brass... 
shittim wood .. .” Although silver 
and brass were lesser metals than gold, 
they were still “the Lord’s offering,” 

“and had their use in the court of the 


See” 


Tabernacle. Shittim wood, or acacia, 
was the basic wood uSed for many of 
the articles of furniture, covered with 
gold or brass. 

Verse 25.—“. . . the women , . . did 
spin ... and brought that which they 
had spun .. .” The spinning was done 
by the women, and the weaving by the 
men (36:8). The weaving was a work 
of art, probably learned in Egypt. 

Verse 26—“And all the women... 
spun goats’ hair.” For the use of the 
goats’ hair cloth see 36:14, 15. 

Chap. 40:34—‘“Then a cloud covered 
the tent .. . the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle.” See 13:21 and 1 Kings 
8:10, 11. This was a visible token of 
the presence of God. The “glory” in the 
holy of holies was the promised She- 
kinah, Compare Exodus 25:22. 

Verse 35.—“. . . Moses was not able 
to enter...” The priests had a similar 
experience at the dedication of the Tem- 
ple in the days of Solomon. It was 
God’s indication that He accepted the 
work done under His direction. 

Verse 36.—“And when the cloud was 
taken up . . . the children of Israel 
went onward...” This is a statement 
of practice which continued all the time 
of their journeys, not simply the record 
of one incident. 

Verse 37.—“, . . they journeyed not till 
the day that it was taken up.” Thus 
the “fiery, cloudy pillar” ordered the go- 
ing and staying, as well as the direction 
of the Children of Israel. Other means 
of guidance are provided for the chil- 
dren of God today. 

Verse 38.—“. . . the cloud ... by day, 








a ip te ioe ee dees She. 


a a a a a 





\eir 


tia, 

of 
ith 
did 
ley 
yne 


the 
ork 


the 


‘ed 


ple 
lar 


as 
he 


1el 
nt 
ne 


ill 


on 


il. 








Lesson for May 11 


and fire... by night .. .” No doubt 
the obscurity of wight brought out the 
fiery glow of the cloud, as it does the 
radiance of the stars. It would not be 
such a fierce light as would disturb 
sleep, but would have the added value 
of discouraging the approach of preda- 
tory animals, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God” (Matt. 4:10) is as much a com- 
mand as “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me” (Exod. 20:3). God seeks 
worshipers (John 4:23). He has or- 
dained individual worship and corporate 
worship. Individual worship may be 
practiced anywhere, but corporate wor- 
ship calls for an assembly, and there- 
fore for a place of assembly. 

Now we cannot worship God just any 
way. He will not be approached thought- 
lessly and frivolously. We cannot draw 
near with sin. God did not leave it up 
to the Children of Israel, nor even to 
Moses, to plan an order of worship. He 
gave them the plan, a plan that took 
ey of all the principles involved in 

sinner’s acceptance with God. It was 
a plan that foreshadowed the redemp- 
tive work of Christ, in whom we draw 
nigh. 

But while God devised and gave the 
order of worship, He required His peo- 
ple to provide the tools by their gifts 
and their toil. This was indeed part 
of their worship. In a remarkable way 
He had put the provision in their hands, 
An impoverished, enslaved people, they 
had come out of Egypt laden with jewels 
of gold, with rich garments, and what- 
soever they desired of the Egyptians. 
Now they were asked to consecrate 
what their willing hearts moved them 
to give out of that newly acquired 
wealth, and so generous was their giv- 
ing that they had to be restrained. 

Our corporate worship is not after the 
order of the Tabernacle, for all’ that 
has been fulfilled in Christ. But cor- 
porate worship still calls for a place of 
assembly and appropriate equipment. 
Just as God did not miraculously send 
down a Tabernacle from Heaven to the 
base of Sinai, so He does not send down 
ready-made buildings for us. They are 
our responsibility, to be provided out of 
the wealth that God has entrusted to 
us. It is true that worship does not 
depend on extravagance of architecture, 
but if we are content with a shoddy 
building it reflects our concept of God. 

God does not make His presence 
known in the midgt of His people to- 
day by means of a fiery or cloudy pil- 
lar, but His glory still rests upon a con- 
gregation who approach Him in worship 
according to the prescribed manner—in 
true repentance, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, through the merits of His aton- 
ing blood, “having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:22). 
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Last Week’s Lesson 

5. May 4.—God Reveals His Law. 
Exodus 19 and 20; Deuteronomy 5 
Next Week's Lesson 


7. May 18.—God’s People Tested. 
Numbers 13:17 to 14:45 








O worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
ness; 
Bow down before Him, His glory pro- 
claims 
With gold of obedience and incense of 
lowliness 
Kneel and adore Him; the LORD is His 
name! 
—John Monsell. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Directions for the Tabernacle (Exod. 
25:1 to 31:11) 


2. Giving for the Tabernacle (35:4 to 
36: 7) 

3. Preparations for the Tabernacle (36:8 
to 39:43) 


4. Erection of the Tabernacle (40: 1-33) 


5. Acceptance of the Tabernacle (vs. 
34-38) 
Topics for Development 
Principles of Worship. The Taber- 


nacle in the wilderness represents in 
the first place the distance that sin has 
put between men and God. There were 
three compartments—a court, a holy 
place, and the holy of holies. In the 
last of these the Shekinah glory dwelt 
between the cherubim. Between the 
camp and the holy of holies there were 
three curtains, not just one. The peo- 
ple could go no farther than the court; 
the priest no farther than the holy 
place; only the High Priest was per- 
mitted to enter the inner sanctuary, 
and that only one day in the year. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 

OW were the specifications for the 

Tabernacle in the wilderness given? 

2. How was provision made for the 
building of the Tabernacle? 

3. How did a newly emancipated peo- 
ple have so much gold jewelry and rich 
cloth? 

4. How did the Children of Israel re- 
spond to the call to give? 

5. Who was put in charge of. the art 
work that went into the Tabernacle? 

6. What part had the women in pre- 
paring material for the Tabernacle? 

7. How did God manifest His accept- 
ance of the finished Tabernacle? 

8. How many compartments were in 
the Tabernacle? 

9. How were the movements of Israel 
through the desert ordered? 


10. Who built the Temple which re- 
placed the Tabernacle? 


(Answers on pgge 328) 
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But the three curtains spoke not only 
of distance, but of access. They were 
not sealed doors, but a way, and while 
the people were not permitted to go 
beyond the court, yet in the person of 
their representative, the high priest, 
they entered the presence of God. The 
high priest acting on behalf of the peo- 
ple could not enter the most holy place 
without the blood of atonement. Without 
that he could not be accepted, nor could 
he secure acceptance for the people. 

What does all this say to us? The 
worship that we are called upon to give 
to God is not the worship of sinless 
angels, but the worship of sinful men 
who have no right of access in our- 
selves; but One has entered on our be- 
half who is wholly acceptable, the Lord 
Jesus, by whom we draw nigh. But as 
our representative even He could not 
enter without the blood of atonement. 
Though He was fully acceptable and 
entirely well pleasing in Himself, yet 
only by the shedding of His blood for 
our sins could He stand for us sinners. 
We therefore draw nigh to God through 
the blood of Christ and stand in His 
righteousness. Only thus can we offer 
worship acceptable to God. Trying to 
worship God on any other basis is only 
offering strange fire that will turn again 
‘and consume us. “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus . . . Let us 
draw near...” (Heb. 10:19-22). 


Practical Applications 

Remember the following truths about 
your worldly’ wealth, whether great or 
small: 

1. You are answerable to God for the 
way you came into possession of it. 

2. Your ability to acquire wealth is a 
gift from God. 

3. Your money is not yours in abso- 
lute possession for the satisfaction of 
your own lusts, but is a stewardship 
from God. 

4. The dispensing of your goods must 
be under the ordering of God. 

5. What you give for the worship and 
work of God will reflect your heart- 
attitude to God. 

6. You will never know the glory of 
God in your church if you have given 
but niggardly to Him. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 96:8.—“Give unto the Lord the 
glory due unto his name: bring an of- 
fering ...” When a poor widow puts 
her two mites into the offering, she is 
giving to the Lord the glory due to His 
name; but when one who has spent thou- 
sands of dollars on a big car, an ex- 
pensive TV set, an elaborate Hi-fi sys- 
tem, and so on, drops his quarter into 
the offering plate, he is confessing that 
he cares no more than “two bits” for 
the glory of God. 

ELMuurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin ‘Harris 
SuccEesTeD HYMNS 


“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 
“Worship the Lord in the Beauty 
of Holiness” 

“Living for Jesus a Life That Is True” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, Thou art worthy of all praise and 
gratitude as our “Maker, Defender, Re- 
deemer, and Friend.” Show us how 
much ‘we owe to Thee that we may be 
moved with thankfulness and may will- 
ingly worship and serve Thee. Forgive 
us that we are often blind both to Thy 
goodness and to the needs of people 
about us. Make us clear in vision, quick 
in sympathy, and ready in service. To 
Thy Church send revival. In our land 
increase true godliness. To our world 
grant peace founded on right. Bless 
now our study in Thy Word, that it 
may bear good fruit in our lives. Show 
Thy mercies to the afflicted everywhere 
and remember our own homes and loved 
ones as our needs appear to Thee. We 
ask all in our Saviour’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—After Moses ex- 
plained what was needed to build the 
Tabernacle, “every one whose heart 
stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing” came with offer- 
ings for this undertaking. More than 
enough was soon provided, and behind 
all this lavish giving lay two things— 
stirred hearts and willing minds. Al- 
ways it takes these same two things to 
worship and serve the Lord worthily. 

First the heart must be stirred. We 
must be inwardly moved to give and 
serve. We must sense the need and feel 
responsible to do our best to help. When 





TO US, O LORD, 


GIVE TH STIRRED HEART 


WILLING MIND 

William Carey, in his cobbler’s shop, 
Studied world geography, he thought of 
the millions in many heathen lands liv- 
ing and dying without Christ. It deeply 
stirred his heart and he felt he should 
do what he could about it. But it is 
one thing to have a stirred heart and 
another to have a willing spirit. We 
may see a need and feel we should do 
something about it and yet be unwilling 
to take action. But the people of Moses’ 
day let the stirring of their hearts move 
them to suitable action. So, too, did 
Carey. He not only was moved with 
concern for the heathen, he was willing 
to go to them with the Gospel, and he 
did. 

If we are unconverted, we need to be 
stirred to concern about our sinful state 
and then be willing to receive Christ 
as our Saviour. When we are converted, 
we need hearts stirred at the sight of 
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men’s failure to trust and obey the Lord, 
and we need to be willing to do our 
utmost in His service. Let us then ask 
God for a stirred heart and a willing 
spirit, first that we might turn to Christ 
and then that we might serve Him. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . every one whose heart stirred 
him up ... brought the Lord’s offering 

. .” (Exod. 35:21).—On this occasion 
the giving of the Israelites was volun- 
tary. Stirred hearts and willing spirits 
characterized the givers. Such gifts can 
be called “the Lord’s offering” in a real 
sense. He loves a cheerful giver. 

“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord,” wrote Paul to the Colos- 
sians (3:23). J. B. Phillips renders the 
verse thus, “Whatever you do, put your 
whole heart and soul into it, as into 
work done for God.” To the Ephesians, 
Paul wrote: “. . . doirfg the will of God 
from the heart” (6:6). 

A certain man gave a preacher five 
dollars toward the work of the Lord. 
Observing the apparent indifference of 
the donor, the preacher seriously asked 
him: “Does this gift come from your 
heart, sir? If it does not, I would rather 
not accept it.” The donor was cut to 
the heart, and reaching for his wallet 
selected fifty dollars and said, “This 
comes from my heart!” 


“  .. to the work of the tabernacle 
... and for all his service .. .” (Exod. 
35:21)—God had redeemed them by 
blood and power and separated them to 
Himself, and had expressed His desire 
for a sanctuary that He might dwell 
among them (25:8). Nothing was too 
good for the earthly dwelling place of 
their God. They were delighted with 
their opportunity and privilege of giv- 
ing gifts and services for such a cause. 

Although it is true that today “God 
. .. dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is worshipped with men’s 
hands” (Acts 17:24, 25), His people re- 
quire suitable buildings in which to 
gather unto His name for worship and 
service. At prevailing prices for mate- 
rials, labor, heating, plumbing, lighting, 
and provision for sufficient parking 
space, the cost of even a modest build- 
ing is considerable. - 

What a joy it is, and how it redounds 
to the glory of God, when Christians 
after being informed of the need give 
cheerfully and generously, until they 
are told—as were the pecple of whom 
we are reading—that they brought much 
more than enough! (36:6, 7.) 

Judging from the endless appeals for 
money and things, which keep pouring 
in, the occasions are rare when the peo- 
ple of God have to be “restrained from 
bringing” (36:6).. But we praise God 
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there are still such times! They occur 
only where and when the saints have 
“stirred hearts and willing spirits.” 

Sometimes a touching incident like 
the following will stir our hearts and 
make our spirits willing to give cheer- 
fully. 

A little girl, Hattie Wiatt by name, 
asked to be taken into Terhple Sunday 
School; but it was overcrowded, and 
she had to be refused. Possibly she 
heard someone say, “If this building 
were larger, we could take in all the 
children who wish to attend.” 

In less than two years, she fell ill, 
and departed to be with the Lord. Un- 
der her pillow was found a torn purse, 
with fifty-seven pennies in it, wrapped 
in a scrap of paper on which was writ- 
ten: “To help build the little Temple 
bigger, so that more children can go to 
Sunday school.” 

The pastor related the incident to the 
congregation, and the people began giv- 
ing. The newspaper told it far and 
wide, and within two years the fifty- 
seven pennies had grown into a quarter 
of a million dollars—enough to erect 
a building seating 3,300, a college accom- 
dating 1,400 students, a hospital, and a 
Sunday school so large that all who 
wish may go and be comfortable! 


“Give unto the Lord the glory due 
unto his name...” (Psa. 96:8) .—Pleased 
as the Lord is with the giving of our 
substance unto Him, there is another 
phase of giving that is well pleasing to 
Him. “By him [our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ] let us offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God [occasionally? No.] 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15). 

If we who are the Lord’s did not have 
anything more than the first chapter of 
Ephesians to inform us of what the Lord 
has done for and with us, it should 
keep us praising Him continually! 

Thihk of being chosen in Christ and 
predestinated to be placed as sons be- 
fore Him, and “accepted in the beloved” 
and redeemed, and forgiven, and given 
an inheritance, and sealed with the 
Spirit, and destined to be with Christ, 
and members in that Body which is “the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all”! 
Truly we are “blessed . . . with all spir- 
itual blessings” in the heavenlies in 


‘ Christ. 


It was my privilege some time ago to 
guide a group of friends up a mountain 
in California. In the party was a young 
woman who had never climbed a moun- 
tain. before. She was so enamored of 
the trail and the view from the summit 
that she exclaimed, “My folks and 
friends are going to hear from me about 
this!” 

Viewing our spiritual blessings from 
the heavenlies in Christ, do we exclaim, 
“My God is going to hear from me con- 
stantly about this”? 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Lesson for May 11 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is one of those mar- 

velous instances of God's infinite 
wisdom and supernatural power, as 
shown in connection with the wilderness 
wanderings of Israel. The great march of 
more than two million men, women, and 
children for 40 years through the desert 
and through hostile countries, is, itself, 
one of the miracles of the ages. It is also 
a demonstration of this reassuring fact: 
God never requires or challenges to a 
high endeavor, but that He also at the 
same time provides the means for its 
accomplishment. 

Think of tie project of moving such 
a multitude across those weary miles 
of desert and otherwise difficult terri- 
tory. This was not an organized army 
with adequate supplies for systaining 
life, but a horde of humanity. There 
were over 600,000 men, aged twenty 
years and upward, able to go to war 
(Num. 1:46). The old men, women, and 
children, including babies, must have 
numbered many times that figure. How 
could they do it, starting out with only 
three days’ supplies of food? Think of 
the problem of breaking the shackles of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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their slavery and escaping from a pow- 
erful nation whose king, backed by 
his mighty army, had sworn they should 


not go! Only the power of Almighty 
God could make such a thing possible. 
By miracle after miracle they were sus- 
tained and made free to depart. 

In the midst of that flight, God tells 
Moses to build and furnish a tabernacle 
to serve as a central place of worship 
in the camp—a tabernacle to be moved 
from place to place as they marched. 
Were they not already strained to the 
breaking point getting themselves and 
their old people and children and cattle 
across the dreary wastelands? Nor was 
the Tabernacle any cheap or makeshift 
structure. To get an idea of its magnifi- 
cence and costliness just read chapters 
36 to 39 of Exodus—a bewildering, de- 
tailed description of one of the most 
remarkable places of worship ever 
built, and most elaborately furnished 
with the costliest furniture and fittings: 
gold (“pure gold”), silver, and brass 
fixtures, exquisitely carved and molded; 
precious stones, including diamonds, 
onyx, and sapphire; posts and knops 
and taches—and even the roof—were 
all overlaid with pure gold. The gold 
alone valued at more than $850,000 of 
our money. Where did they get all this 
valuable material? Our lesson text tells 
us how much was given by these rov- 
ing people—treasure which they had 
brought out of Egypt. They also provided 
the fabrics for the curtains and tapestries. 
Exodus 35:25 says, “And all the women 
that were wise hearted did spin with 
their hands, and brought that which 
they had spun, both of blue, and of pur- 
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen” 
and they spun goats’ hair. They gave 
willingly and _ enthusiastically. The 
Spirt of God moved them to do it. They 
gave so freely that the workmen told 
Moses they had enough and more than 
enough. Exodus 36:7, “For the stuff 
they had was sufficient for all the work 
to make it, and too much.” Mind you, 
this was not a united appeal for the 
Red Cross, the Boy Scouts, and civic 
organizations; it was to build and equip 
a church, as they conceived it, a fitting 
place to worship God. 

And how could these miscellaneous 
offerings be made into building material, 
altars, cherubims, lamps, curtains, knops, 
taches, and pillars—then properly put 
together? Here is another instance of 
God’s providing care. “Then wrought 
Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise 
hearted man, in whom the Lord put 
wisdom and understanding to know how 
to work all manner of work for the 
service of the sanctuary, according to 
all that the Lord had commanded” 
(Exod. 36:1). Read also Exodus 31:1-6, 

Listen, fellows, you need never hesi- 
tate for the power or the means when 
the Lord calls on you for a hard job. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ETTY JO, will you ask the first two 

questions on our memory cards, and 
we will try to answer them without 
looking. The third question is, “What 
can we learn about God from creation?” 
Read the answer from Romans 1:20. 
This morning we better concentrate on 
learning the first half of this verse: 
“The invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen.” 
As we study God’s creation we learn 
three of His invisible qualities—His 
power, His wisdom, and His goodness. 
Today let us think of one thing that 
shows His wisdom—His arrangement for 
our breathing. 

We must breathe in order to live, and 
the air we breathe must have oxygen 
in it. When we take air into our lungs, 
the oxygen in it is changed to carbon 
dioxide. If we kept on breathing the 
same air over and over again, we would 
soon die. So God has arranged that 
when we breathe air into our lungs, it 
comes from directly in front of our 
faces. But when we breathe it out 
again, the air goes down toward our 
feet. Because of this, even when we 
are sitting still, we are not breathing 
the same air over and over again. Does 
this not show the wisdom of our 
Creator? 

This morning there are seven “Land- 
marks of Exodus” on the bulletin board: 
“Slaves,” “Call of Moses,” “Plagues,” 
“Passover,” “Red Sea,” “Wilderness,” and 
“Commandments.” Which of you will 
give us a brief summary of Exodus thus 
far, pointing to the seven landmarks 
as you do? Thank you, Joan. You have 
brought us up to date very well! The 
Israelites were delivered from Egyptian 
slavery. Then God miraculously pro- 
vided for them in the wilderness, and 
gave them His laws. Now they needed 
a place where God could dwell among 
them, where they could worship Him. 
Since the people were living in tents 
and were still moving from place to 
place, they would have to make a tent- 
church to use while traveling. But how 
could they get a building of any kind 
out there in the wilderness where there 
were no stores and no factories? First 
God called Moses up into the mount 
once more, and .told him exactly how 
the Tabernacle was to be made and 
what materials they would need. Since 
God knows everything, He knew what 
materials His people had with them, 
and He gave them a pattern that re- 
quired nothing they did not have al- 
ready. God never asks us to give some- 
thing that we do not have. 

Then Moses came down from the 
mount and told the people exactly what 
God wanted the Tabernacle to be like. 
After the people heard about all the 
gold and silver and brass, the linen, the 
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goats’ hair, the rams’ skins, and other 
things that were needed, they might 
have said, “It would be utterly impos- 
sible to make anything as elaborate as 
that here in this wilderness.” But they 
did not say that. Instead, they went 
to their tents to see what they had that 
they could bring to be used in the build- 
ing, and they also offered their labor. 

Let us read Exodus 35:20-28, and as 
we do so, notice all the references to 
the heart. The people brought costly 
gifts—gold,; fine linen, jewels, and other 
things. They did not do this because 
Moses commanded them to, nor because 
he begged them to do so. What did 
you find about their hearts? (“Every 
one whose heart stirred him” brought 
things. Those who were willinghearted 
gave. “Wise hearted” women spun 
linen to help. They “brought a willing 
offering.”) Do you see how much em- 
phasis God puts on their attitude of 
heart? And let us remember how gen- 
erously and gladly His people gave their 
possessions and labor to make a house 
for the Lord. Are we as willinghearted 
to help make and keep our church 
building nice for Him? 

Next we will read Exodus 40:34-38. 
This is the climax of’ all their efforts. 
The great God for whom they built the 
Tabernacle is coming to dwell there. 
When the glory of the Lord filled the 
place, how do you suppose His people 
felt? (Happy.) Do you think anyone 
said, “I wish I had not given my gold 
bracelet”? Or, “I am sorry I worked 
so hard on those curtains”? No, indeed! 
When the glory of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle, all who had sacrificed for 
it must have been supremely happy, and 
any who had not must have felt very 
sorry and ashamed. 

When they looked at the cloud above 
them by day, and at the pillar of fire 
each night, they would remember the 
thunder and lightning and smoke at 
Mount Sinai, the quaking ground, and 
the long, long trumpet blast. Then they 
must have wondered that such a great 
and holy God should condescend to 
dwell among them. Fér the same rea- 
son we also wonder and adore, for Is- 
rael’s God is ours also, 





This quarter we are learning the Scripture 
Catechism Card, ‘‘Man’s Responsibility to God” 
(20c a doz.) and using Mrs. Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, “Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion to her black ones of 
Genesis (each set 40c, or 2 for 75c). Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphis 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


No Lost Time.—Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name: bring an 
offering, and come into his courts (Psa. 
96:8, Golden Text). There is an old 
church in Europe in which may be 
seen a picture of a plowman who has 
left his plow and turned aside to pray. 
But while he prays an angel is going 
on with his plowing for him. The mo- 
ments that we spend “looking up” are 
not lost time. We work the better and 
the more effectively for them when we 
return to our ordinary duties. Your 
plowing, whatever it is, will not suffer 
by your taking some moments every 
day to direct your prayer unto God 
and to “look up.” “My voice shalt thou 
hear in the morning, O Lord; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up” (Psa, 5:3).— 
From Triumphs of Faith. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize 
illustration. 


God Had Something Better.—And 
they came, every one whose heart stir- 
red him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing (Exod, 35:21). A 
man in New England ... had been 
unemployed so long that he came to 
his last dollar. He laid fifty cents of 
it on the offering plate on Sunday. The 
following morning he heard there was 
a possibility of obtaining employment 
in a neighboring town. The railroad 
fare to the town was a dollar. It looked 
as if he should have kept the fifty cents 
he laid on the offering plate; but with 
the fifty cents he bought a ticket and 
rode half way to his desired destina- 
tion. He stepped from the train and 
started to walk to the town. But God 
had something better for him. Before 
he had gone a block he learned of a 
factory near at hand that needed help. 
Within thirty minutes he had a job with 
a wage of five dollars more a week than 
he would have received had he gone 
to the other town. The first week’s 
pay brought back his fifty cents tenfold. 
That man was W. L. Douglas, the shoe 
manufacturer——From “One Besetting 
Sin,” by Charles F. Weigle. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Corked Bottles—They brought the 
Lord’s offering to the work of the tab- 
ernacle of the cOngregation (Exod. 35: 


21). Do you sometimes feel like a 
corked bottle? It is an uncomfortable 
feeling. Some people remind me of 


bottles with the cork left in. Dear 
corked-up bottles, do go and get un- 
corked. There is only one who can 
take’ out the cork of self-love, shyness, 
or whatever it is that keeps you from 
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pouring out for others al] you have to 
give. He who was always pouring forth 
sweetness can uncork your bottle. Then 
all you are and have can be used for 
the joyful service of others.—From Amy 
Carmichael, in “The Edges of His Ways.” 
Sent by Mrs. F. M. Buchen, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Where Is Your Gold?—They came 
... and brought bracelets, and earrings, 
and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold 
(Exod. 35:22). The women who brought 
their jewels of gold would not look as 
well adorned as their friends who had 
kept theirs. But every time they looked 
at the Tabernacle and saw the pillar 
of cloud or fire resting on it, they could 
think, “My jewels are there, melted 
down, and perhaps covering the boards, 
or the ark, or even perhaps forming part 
of the mercy seat. My God accepted 
them and used them.” Maybe there are 
Saints walking the earth today without 
ornaments of gold on their apparel, 
who, in Glory, will meet other saints 
who are there because they gave their 
jewels to their Lord and the money ob- 
tained for them sent a messenger with 
the Lord’s message who led these other 
saints to Jesus Christ. Or maybe their 
jewels provided food and fuel for a dis- 
placed person or a _ famine-stricken 
refugee and kept life in him until he 
heard the Gospel and accepted the Sav- 
iour of whom it speaks.—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmonds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Silent Years—And every man, with 
whom was found ... brought them 
(Exdd. 35:23). Luigi Tarisio was found 
dead one morning with scarce a com- 
fort in his home, but with 246 exquisite 
violins, which he had been collecting 
all his life, crammed into an attic, the 
best of them in the bottom drawer wf 
an old rickety bureau. In very devotion 
to the violin, he had robbed the world 
of all that music all that time; others 
before him had done the same; so that 
when the greatest Stradivarius was first 
played it had had 147 speechless years. 
Yet how many of Christ’s people are 
like old Tarisio!—From W. Y. Fullerton. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


One More for God.—And all the 
women ... did spin with their hands, 
and brought that which they had spun 
(Exod. 35:25). A woman who was 
known to be very poor came to a mis- 
sionary meeting in Wakefield and of- 
fered to subscribe a penny a week to 
the mission fund. “Surely,” said one, 
“you are too poor to afford that.” She 
replied, “I spin so many hanks of yarn 
a week for my living, and I'll spin one 
hank more and that will be a penny a 
week for the Society."—From the Bib- 
lical Museum. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. In- 
dia. 


Her Second Gift. — Women whose 
heart stirred them up (Exod. 35:26). 
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Lesson’ for May 11 


Speaking at a meeting of the Women’s 
Work Department of the Methodist 
Church in London, Miss Alice Walton 
told how in an area of South India all 
the people in a famine-stricken village 
had left except an old woman and a 
young girl. A woman missionary was 
making a pastoral visit, and as she was 
leaving, the girl said,’ “Wait till I bring 
my offering.” She went for an old rag 
bag from which she produced two small 
coins, gave one to the missionary, and 
hesitatingly put the other back into the 
bag. The missionary left, and soon 
heard running footsteps. The girl had 
run after her with the second coin, say- 
ing, “We would like Jesus to have this, 
too.” “This was an evidence,” said Miss 
Walton, “that women in the Church 
overseas were increasing in their de- 
votion to our Lord.”—From the Metho- 
dist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Tent of Meeting 

(Exod. 35:4, 5b, 21-25; 39:32; 40:34) 
OST people are good at promising! 
What promise did the people make 
to God? (Review the last Memory 
Verse on the poster.) What did the 
Lord tell them to do? (Review the Ten 
Commandments.) Did you read how 
well they kept their promise? Now you 
think how well you have kept your 
promise and the Ten Commandments 
during this past week. Did you any 
time put something ahead of God? Did 
you disobey your parents? not tel] the 
truth? want something not yours? Or 
did you find Christ helped you to do 

better than you could do yourself? 
God knew that the Israelites, and you, 
would not be able wholly to keep that 
promise. He knew they, and you, would 


need a way to come back to Him after 


not keeping that promise. He is very 
holy and powerful, you know! Remem- 
ber the lightnings and thunders, the 
fiery, smoking cloud, that showed His 
majesty and awfulness? How could 
they, and you, ever face Him again after 
sin and broken promises? 

Even while the people were sinning, 
God was showing Moses how the people 
could meet with Him! Instead of a 
meetinghouse, it would be a tent of 
meeting, such as could be moved when 
all the people’s tents were packed up 
and moved on their travels. (A model 
of the Tabernacle or flannelgraph illus- 
trations would be helpful here. Or 
draw, with yellow chalk, simple outlines 
of the furniture. On a golden cover of 
a golden box, between the arching 
wings of two golden figures of angels, 
the very presence of God Himself would 
live. A golden altar for burning in- 
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cense, picturing the privilege of coming 
to God in prayer, stood just outside the 
curtain of this part of the tent. A 
golden table with twelve loaves of bread 
pictured how God would feed hearts 
hungry for God and goodness. A golden 
lampstand with seven burning lamps 
pictures the light and guidance that 
those who came to God would receive. 
But who could come so close to God, 
into His very tent? Only the pure and 
holy! And were the people that? Could 
you come right in there to pray your- 
self? I suspect a lightning flash from 
that holy presence would strike you 
as it did Nadab and Abihu, priests who 
came in in their own bold way! (Lev. 
10: 1-3.) 

So outside this tent of meeting were 
two important things, a brass altar, and 
a washbasin called a laver. Before 
meeting God an innocent lamb or other 
animal must be killed and at least part 
of it burned on the altar. “The wages 
of sin is death” (Rom, 6:23). Death! 
If the lightning bolt of punishment for 
sin is not to strike the sinner, someone 
else must die in his place! You know 


who became the Lamb of God to take . 


our death—not on an altar, but on a 
cross. No one can come to God except 
through Him, (Quote John 14:6.) Not 
only was there death on the altar, to 
picture Christ, before a sinner could 
come to God, but the washbasin laver 
pictured something else. Sin must be 
washed- away. Has yours? If not, you 
have no right to come to God and pray! 

As you read your Bible this week, 
find out what the tent itself was made 
of. The offering (Exod. 35:1-29). The 
workers (35:30 to 36:3). The building 
(36:8-38). The furniture (chap. 37). 
The courtyard (38:1-20). The priests’ 
robes (39:1-31). The dedication (39:32 
to 40:38). 

Where were the gold, the brass, the 
wood, the drapes, and all the other 
things to come from? “Take ye from 
among you an offering unto the Lord: 
whosoever is of a willing heart, let him 
bring it, an offering of the Lord” (Exod. 
35:5, Memory Verse. Place this verse 
by the figure of the Lord on the poster. 
Read the lesson verses showing how it 
was done.) The Lord came to live in 
His tent! 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HERE have not always’ been 

churches. Today we are going to 
learn about the first church building 
that ever was. Do not think it was like 
the churches we have today. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the first “church” was the 
kind of thing that God’s people could 
pick up and take with them whenever 
they moved. Imagine that! God has, 
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from the very beginning, wanted to 
have fellowship with His people. He 
has always wanted His people to wor- 
ship Him. So He told Moses exactly 
how to build His house. That first 
church was often referred to as a tent. 
And so it was. There was an outside 
fence made of ‘cloth. Just inside the 
cloth fence were two pieces of furniture 
(the brazen altar and the laver) which 
were used in preparation for the wor- 
ship of God. Then there was the large 
tentlike arrangement shaped something 
like this. (A shoe box will demon- 
strate, if you do not have pictures or 
a model.) The wooden framework was 
covered with cloth and skins of animals 
which protected the things inside from 
the rain. (To help the children have 
a general idea of the size of the Tab- 
ernacle proper, compare it with your 
present church building. For your in- 
formation, it was about forty-five feet 
long, fifteen feet wide, and fifteen feet 
high.) There were two rooms inside. 
In-the first were three pieces of furni- 
ture—a golden candlestick, a golden 
table for bread (used in worshiping 
God), and’ a golden altar of incense. In 
the other room, behind a beautifully 
embroidered curtain, was the golden 
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ark of the covenant. This was God’s 
dwelling place and was called the 
“Holiest of all” (Heb. 9:3). Oh, God's 
house was a magnificent place, you may 
be sure! 

Before it was ever built, God told 
Moses exactly how to build the Taber- 
nacle and what to put in it. He told 
him to use gold and silver. and other 
precious things. If God had wanted to 
do so, He could have performed one of 
His wonderful miracles, sending down 
from Heaven all the materials that were 
needed. But that was not His way. He 
wanted His people (redeemed from their 
Egyptian slavery) to have the oppor- 
tunity of giving things that belonged to 
them to be used in building the Taber- 
nacle—God’s house. 

God did not want (or need!) then, 
He does not want now, gifts from peo- 
ple who gave them unwillingly. This 
is never God’s way. ‘He is pleased when 
people give to Him gladly. He blesses 
those who make a sacrifice to give. But 
for those who give because they must 
—no matter how large their gift may 
be—there is no promise of blessing. (See 
2 Cor. 8:10-12; 9:15.) When we love 
someone, we quite naturally want to 
do things for and give things to that 
one.‘ That ‘is why today, Mother’s Day, 
each of us has bought or made a present 
for Mother. On this day we help her 
perhaps more than any other day. Why? 
Because we are showing our love for 
her. 

So it is with God. When we really, 
truly love Him with our hearts, then 
we want to give to Him. (Alexander 
McLaren says: “There are no pressed 
men on board Christ’s ship. None but 
volunteers make up His army.”) We 
want to give our very own money (not 
Mother’s and Daddy’s) to God. Why? 
Simply because we love Him. If we do 
‘not have money of our own, then we 
can serve God in other ways—perhaps 
by helping to dust our classroom on 
Saturdays. No matter what we do or 
give, the thing of most importance is 
to do it gladly and lovingly as God's 
people did in the long ago when they 
built the Tabernacle. 

Among Us Teachers: To have only 
one lesson on the Tabernacle is frus- 
trating! Actually, there should be at 
least six. If your entire department 
could arrange to study the Tabernacle 
for the next six weeks during the wor- 
ship service, the results would be in- 
deed gratifying. We would suggest your 
obtaining a model of the Tabernacle. 
One which we are told is quite elaborate 
is available at $5.95. It is by Miss Grace 
Saxe and may be purchased at almost 
any religious bookstore. The children 
should be permitted to handle the pieces, 
for this is one of the ways in which 
they learn. For a simple study of the 
meaning of each of the pieces of equip- 
ment, we suggest a series of 5 lessons 
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entitled “The House of God,” by Rose 
Mae Carvin, published by the Interna- 
tional Child Evangelism Fellowship, Pa- 
cific Palisades, Calif. Price, 35 cents. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 323) 


1. God gave them orally to Moses in 
the mount (Exod. 25 to 31). 

2. By the freewill offerings of the peo- 
ple (35:4-9). 

3. The Egyptians had heaped gifts 
upon them, all that they asked, before 
they left Egypt. 

4, Willingly. They even overgave un- 
til they were restrained (36:5-7). 

5. Bezaleel (31:1-5). 

6. Spinning (35:25, 26). 

7. The glory of the Lord rested upon 
and filled the tent containing the holy 
place and the holy of holies (40:34, 35). 

8. Three—the court, the holy place, 
and the holy of holies. 

9. By the pillar of cloud: or fire (40: 
36-38). 

10. Solomon. 

ELMHuRsT, ILL, 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 321) 


cially so for those who know Him who 
is the Creator, for their hearts will be 
lifted anew with overwhelming praise 
and thankfulness. Short sojourns at 
Banff, Lake Louise, Victoria, B. C., and 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks add much to the pleasure of the 
tour. 

If you are interested, you will enjoy 
reading this yearjs Alaska folder, which 
will be sent free to those requesting it. 
Please write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the party throughout the tour, 


Ils Recovery Possible? 
(Continued from second page) 


lieves in eternal security and has given 
its reasons extensively. It holds this 
view in company with a great body 
of believers and most of the Bible 
institutes and fundamental churches 
throughout the country and many of 
the Christian colleges, though it is well 
aware that there are many sincere 
Christians who strenuously oppose this 
position. The Lord Jesus Himself said: 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me: and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
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never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My father, 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand” (John 10: 
27-29). Im these verses the word “man” 
is in italics, showing that it was.not in 
the original manuscript; and this helps 
to answer the argument that a man can 
take himself out of God’s hand. 

God rarely reveals truth by visions 
today and never in a way that contra- 
dicts His Word. It would be both wrong 
and foolish to turn from the firm foun- 
dation of the Word of God and allow 
oneself to be shaken by such a vision 
as the reader describes. “Nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are his. And, Let every one 
that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity” (2 Tim, 2:19). 


Children at Home 


Hoppity Loppity Camps Out 
By Ramoncita Sayer O'Connor 


OPPITY LOPPITY was a little kan- 

garoo who lived way off in Aus- 
tralia. One morning he peeked out of 
his mother’s pouch and saw his friends, 
the Rabbit twins. Furry and Murry 
Rabbit were playing under a tall gum 
tree. Hoppity Loppity jumped out onto 
the ground and ambled over to them 
on all four feet. - 

“What are you playing?” asked Hop- 
pity Loppity. 

“We're fixing a place to sleep tonight,” 
said Furry. 

“Mother said we could camp out,” 
said Murry. 

“All by yourselves?” asked Hoppity 
Loppity. 

The little rabbits opened their eyes 
wide. “Sure,” said Furry. “Of course,” 
said Murry. 

“I never camped out,” said Hoppity 
Loppity. “Don’t you get cold?” 

“No. We curl up together. Our fam- 
ily sleep out a great dtal. Sometimes 
we sleep in a hollow tree, sometimes 
in a burraw, but mostly outside,” said 
Furry. 

“Want to camp out with us?” asked 
Murry. 

Hoppity Loppity sat back on his tail 
and thought about it. He looked at 
Furry. He looked at Murry. They were 
even smaller than he was. “I’ll go ask 
Mother,” he said. 

He stood up and pushed hard against 
his tail, and in four great leaps he was 
back beside his mother. “May I camp 
out tonight?” he said. “Furry and Murry 
are going to. Please?” 

His mother looked down at him with 
her great brown eyes. “You're too little 
to stay out all night,” she said. 
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“But I’m bigger than they are,” he 
said. 

“Rabbits are different from kangaroos. 
They are probably six months old. You 
are only four months old,” his mother 
said. 

“But, Mama, if little rabbits can stay 
out all night, why can’t 1? Please? Just 
this once?” 

His mother sighed. “I guess you'll just 
have to learn for yourself,” she said. 

“Then I can!” shouted Hoppity Loppity 
happily. “Oh, thank you. Thank you.” 
Then he pushed against the ground with 
his tail and took off in great flying leaps. 

The minute he got within calling dis- 
tance he shouted to his friends, “I can 
stay out all night. Mother said I could.” 

“That’s fine,” said Furry. 

“I'm glad,” said Murry. 

The three friends played all day in 
the tall grass. They would eat some, 
and play hide and seek, then eat some 
more. Finally it grew dark and they 
were tired playing. They decided to 
go to bed. 

Furry and Murry got into the hollow 
they had made at the foot of the tree 
where the tall grass grew. They curled 
up close to each other and went to sleep. 
Hoppity Loppity lay down near them 
but he couldn't curl up because his long 
hind legs and tail stuck out, but finally, 
he, too, went to sleep. 

He was dreaming something about his 


mother when he woke up with a start’ 
_and felt something cold going over his 


tail. He carefully touched Furry with 
his front foot. “There’s something cold 
going over my tail,” he said in a whis- 
per. “I’m afraid to move.” 

Furry got up and peeked over the 
root of the tree. “It’s a snake passing 
by. Your tail is right out in the path, 
Turn around the other way.” Then 
Furry curled up and was asleep at once. 

Hoppity Loppity waited until he was 
sure the snake was gone, then he got 
up and turned around. Now his long 
hind legs and his tail were in the tall 
grass. And pretty soon he fell asleep. 

But it wasn’t long until he was wide 
awake again. There was something 
bouncing on his legs. This time he poked 
Murry. “There’s something bouncing 
on my legs,” he whispered. 

Murry opened one eye and said, “Just 
Some mice playing. Go to sleep.” 

Hoppity Loppity shook his legs hard 
and he heard the mice scurrying away 
in the grass. He couldn't help thinking 
how nice and warm it was at home. Just 
thinking about it mada him feel so 
happy he fell sound asleep. 

The sun had barely risen when Hop- 
pity Loppity awoke suddenly. Some- 
thing was making a terrible noise. It 
sounded very close—and very loud. His 
heart began to pound. He was so 
frightened that he couldn’t think what 
the noise could be. He poked both 
Furry and Murry. 

“Wake up! Wake up!” he cried. 


/ 
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“Something terrible is about to happen.” 

Furry and Murry sat up wrinkling 
their nases as they watched Hoppity 
Loppity’s ears turning this way and that. 
Then they smiled. 

“It’s a kookaburra bird laughing,” 
said Furry. 

“You don’t know much, do you?” said 
Murry. 

Hoppity Loppity sat up on his hind 
legs and looked up into the gum tree. 
Sure enough, it was a kookaburra. He 
saw the bird’s white vest, its flat head, 
and its long beak. But he had never 
heard it so early before. And he had 
been home safe so he hadn't been scared 
before. “Guess I'll go home,” he said. 

Furry and Murry said good-by, and 
Hoppity Loppity gave a push against 
the ground with his tail, and taking 
great leaps, he went back to where his 
mother was. He jumped right into her 
pouch, 

“You’re back early,” said his mother. 
She patted his head with her front paw. 
“Did you like staying out all night?” 

He shook his head. “You don’t sleep 
very well with all the strange things 
about,” he said, 

“Then perhaps you had better take a 
nap,” she said, 

Hoppity Loppity snuggled down. 
There were no snakes here to run across 
his tail. There were no mice to bounce 
on his legs. Here he was safe, and 
warm, and snug. “Home is the best 
place of all,” he said. And then he 
really fell into a sound sleep. 


HERMOSA BEACH, CALIF. 
we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Autobiography of George L. Robinson. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) Surely any man has a 
right to produce an autobiography, if 
he has the ability to do so, at the age 
of ninety-three. The very appropriate 
statement, “A short story of a long life,” 
is the subtitle of this most interesting 
and informative book. In thirty brief 
chapters Dr. Robinson covers his entire 
life, from childhood in New York to 
courtship in Egypt, and retirement in 
Chicago. His training; his teaching in 





Beirut College; Knox College, Canada; 
and McCormick Seminary, Chicago, as 
well as his travels in the Far East, are 
set forth in a manner to inspire as well 
as to grip the attention of the reader. 
His humility, his humor (just enough), 
and his devotion to Christianity, make 
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IN THE ARENA 


By Isebel Kuhn 

Though this book is a epenel 9 >. B 
is more than an autobiography. uhn ag 
her open and public life as a siocleneay in China 
her “a spectacle” and placed her “in arena — for 
Christ.” 222 pages, board, $3. 

China Inland Mission Book Dept. 
237 W. School Lane Philadelphia 44, Pa. 





for excellent : contin as do also the 
homely human-interest accounts inter- 
jected along the way. Those who knew 
him, those who sat in his classes, as well 
as those to whom he ministered from 
the pulpit will doubtless be particularly 
pleased with this volume. On the other 
hand, those who are not personally ac- 
quainted with him (as this reviewer) 
will also be blessed by these pages. 


Principles of Conduct. By John Mur- 
ray. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) This volume is 
at once a discussion of Christian ethics, 
a defense of the unity of the theology of 
the Scriptures, and an example of the 
method of Biblical theology. An adap- 
tation of lectures .delivered at Fuller 
Seminary, this learned treatise discusses 
many knotty problems, as it traces 
through the Bible the development of 
the morality summarized in the Ten 
Commandments. The index of Scripture 
passages covers three and a half double- 
column pages. Professor Murray be- 
lieves that modern dispensationalism 
errs in finding a sharp antithesis be- 
tween the Old Testament and the New. 
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The author brings his reverent study 
to a close with an exposition of the 
dynamic for Christian living and a dis- 
cussion of “the fear of the Lord.” 


The Narrative. By Jonathan Edwards. 
Abridged by James A. Stewart. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.95.) In 1736 Jonathan Edwards wrote 
a long letter to a Boston minister tell- 
ing him of the revival in Northampton, 
Mass., and its vicinity. Mr. Stewart, 
himself an evangelist, writes a preface, 
describing Edwards’ far-reaching influ- 
ence in the American Colonies and Eng- 
land; then a short biographical sketch; 
and then devotes most of his 82-page 
book to Edwards’ own “Story of the 
Great Awakening” and “Case Histories 
of Conversions.” ° 

This is an impressive, stimulating rec- 
ord of revival in New England. “The 
minds of people were wonderfully taken 
off from the world,” says Edwards; “it 
was treated amongst us as a thing of 
very little consequence. .. . It then was 
a dreadful thing amongst us to lie out 
of Christ, in danger every day of drop- 
ping into hell; pnd what persons’ minds 
were intent upon, was to escape for 
their lives, and to fly from wrath to 
come, ... And the work of conversion 
was carried on in a most astonishing 
manner and increased more and more; 
souls did as it were come by flocks to 
Jesus Christ. . . . In the spring and 
summer following, and 1735, the town 
seemed to be full of the presence of 
God: it never was so full of love, nor 
of joy, and yet so full of distress, as it 
was then. There were remarkable 
tokens of God’s presence in almost every 
house. It was a time of joy in families 
on account of salvation being brought 
unto them; parents rejoicing over their 
children as new-born, and husbands 
over their wives and wives over their 
husbands.” There was much repentance 
with tears, friends and families making 
things right, a new enthusiasm in sing- 
ing, freedom in conversation about the 
things of God, and sinners everywhere 
seeking reconciliation with God and 
man. 

The second chapter, “Case Histories of 
Conversions,” is a penetrating analysis 
of the verities of Christian experience, 
showing how God deals differently with 
different people. “Some are struck with 
the glory and wonderfulness of the dy- 
ing love of Christ; and some with the 
sufficiency and preciousness of His 
blood, as offered to make an atonement 
for sin; and others, with the value and 
glory of His obedience and righteous- 
ness. In some, the excellency and love- 
liness of Christ, chiefly engages their 
thoughts; in some, His divinity, that He 
is indeed the Son of the living God; and 
in others, the excellency of the way of 
salvation by Christ, and the suitableness 
of it to their necessities.” 

Here will be found much encourage- 
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ment for troubled sinners, and valuable 
Suggestions for ministers and evange- 
lists. Edwards was a keen Christian 
psychologist. The effect of this book 
will certainly be to make “Christians 
search their own hearts, strengthen fal- 
tering believers, and stimulate prayer 
for revival, 


Christian Worker’s Handbook. By 
Dorothy M. Strauss. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $2.) Material planned and 
tested for classes in Christian educa- 
tion in a well-known Bible college, has 
‘here been crystallized for personal 
study. The object is to show the would- 
be worker for the Lord how “an ap- 
prentice can,become a master worker.” 
Written with charm and originality, it 
provides the earnest reader with abun- 
dant counsel, based on the plain teach- 
ings of Scripture, and it is equally suit- 
able for class or personal study. The 
Christian’s life is like a ship, his will 
the steering mechanism, his captain the 
Lord Jesus. The place of testimony 
both in life and in Christian service is 
shown. Clear and helpful guidance for 
group and team work is given, also for 
tract distribution, and house-to-house 
visitation. Brief closing chapters are 
on storytelling and game leadership. 


John Eliot—The Man Who Loved the 
Indians. By Carleton Beals. (Julian 
Messner, Inc., 8 West 40th St., New York 
18; $2.95.) After more than ten years’ 
hard work, John Eliot published in 
Cambridge, Mass., his translation into 
the Indian language of the Bible—the 
New Testament in 1661, the Old, two 
years later. The first six of these eight- 
een chapters tell of his early life in 
England; then follows the story of his 
voyage to America with other Pilgrims; 
his marriage to Hannah, a fine, strong, 
Christian woman, and the births of their 
six children; their life on the New Eng- 
land frontier. With perseverance Eliot 
became fluent in the Indian language, 
made friends of many of their chieftains, 
helped them establish Christian villages, 
and was looked upon as a respected 
leader in early New England life. 

In the first half of the book one feels 
that Mr. Beals does not present an ade- 
quate picture of Eliot’s sound faith in 
the Gospel as the way of salvation and 
the Bible as the inspired Word of God, 
but this becomes clearer in the latter 
part where there are more quotations 
from his own words. Hannah Eliot 
was an exceptional woman, undiscour- 
aged by their heartbreaking experiences 
of the hard winters, wars between set- 
tlers and Indians, the management of 
a large family, and the colossal task of 
peng Undoubtedly her cheerfui- 
ness, cémmon sense, and faith in God 
contributed immeasurably to the giving 
of the Bible to the Indians. Some his- 
torically minded readers will be thank- 
ful for the two-page bibliography and 
the useful index. 
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Mr. Beals tells this story in a light 
and interesting way and the narrative 
moves swiftly. His book will interest 
all who want to know more about pio- 
neer days in the East; and it will be 
an encouragement to present-day mis. 
sionaries who are struggling to reduce 
hard languages to writing and give sav- 
age, tribes the Word in their own 
tongue. ‘ 


Bishop Ryle’s Articles Now in 
Pamphlet Form 


HE series of eight articles on “How 
Should a Child Be Trained?” by 
Bishop J. C. Ryle, which was recently 
published in the Tmves (Jan. 4 to March 
1) has now been reprinted as a pam- 
phlet. This may be obtained at the 
following prices: fifteen cents each; 
$1.50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 per hun- 
dred. 
Orders should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


A Conference of 
Christian Railroaders 


HE next annual conference of the 
Railroad Evangelistic Association, 
Inc., an interdenominational movement 
of Christian railroad men, will be held 
at Alexandria, Va. July 15-18. The 
Railroad Evangelist is the official organ 
of this movement, which has been op- 
erating among railroad men for over 
seventeen years. 
For further information write the 
editor, Herman R. Rose, 2250 North 
Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis 5, Ind. 


Needed in India: 
Used Books and Magazines 


UBSCRIBERS who have back num- 
bers of THE SunpDAay ScHoot Times 
and other Christian periodicals, and 
used, Christian books in good condition, 
may be glad to know where they may 
be sent and put to good use. Rochunga 
Pudaite, an Indian Christian studying 
for his Master’s degree at Wheaton Col- 
lege, says that his father will be very 
glad to receive them. Together they 
are leaders of the Indo-Burma Pioneer 
Mission (American address, P.O. Box 
364, Wheaton, Ill.). The father was led 
to Christ through a copy of the Gospel 
of John given him in 1910 by the Rev. 
Watkin R. Roberts, then of the: North- 
east India General Mission, who is the 
father of Dr. Paul Roberts of HCJB, 
Quito, Ecuador, 
Books and magazines should be sent 
to the Rev. Chawnga Pudaite, Sielmat, 
New Churachandpur, Manipur, India. 
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The New Secretary of the 
American Scripture Gift Mission 


HE Board of Directors of the Ameri- 

can Scripture Gift Mission are happy 
to announce the appointment of the Rev. 
James O. Palmer, former president and 
dean of Manna Bible Institute, Phila- 
delphia, as théir new executive secre- 
tary. Mr. Palmer succeeds the Rev. 
Robert D. McCarthy, who resigned in 
September to take over a pastorate in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Palmer is well khown in the 
Philadelphia area as a Bible teacher 
and conference speaker, and he has en- 
joyed a widely diversified ministry. In 
addition to his work with Manna Bible 
Institute (where he labored for thirteen 
years), he served as pastor of The Gos- 
pel Tabernacle of Chester, Pa., for ten 
years; was in charge of a vita] depart- 
ment of The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany for sixteen years; and was asso- 
ciated with Dr. Rowan C. Pearce in the 
broadcast of Christian Voices for twenty- 
five years. He is an ordained min- 
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ister of the Gospel, and a member in 
good standing of the Independent Fun- 
damental Churches of America and the 
World Faith Missionary Association. 

Mr. Palmer will begin his new duties 
as executive secretary of the Mission on 
June 1, 1958. 

Friends of the American Scripture 
Gift Mission are invited to stop in at 
the offices and get acquainted with the 
new secretary and the staff, 

Mr. Palmer has a few open dates for 
week-end ministry, and he would be 
glad to acquaint pastors and their congre- 
gations and also conferences with the ob- 
jectives and present program of the Mis- 
sion. Address him at the headqu&rters, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 11 
My Dream Home 
(Luke 10:38-42) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second Sunday in May is 

Mother’s Day, and it is also being 
observed in many churches as Chris- 
tian Family Sunday. You might con- 
sider asking your members to bring 
their mothers to this meeting of your 
young people’s group and to sit with 
them throughout ‘the meeting. As the 
topic suggests, the theme of the meet- 
ing is to be the kind of home you dream 
of having when you are ready to begin 
a home of your own. However, the 
opportunity should not be neglected to 
emphasize those things that each mem- 
ber can do right now to make his or 
her home a dream home, All too often 
in these days in which we live many 
homes are little more than places where 
members of the family eat and sleep 
and get ready to go somewhere else. 
As someone has facetiously put it, 
“Home is where some members of the 
family wait until some other member 
of the family brings back the car.” 

we 


It is a wonderful thing to dream. Most 
of our great inventions and improve- 
ments have come about because some- 
one dreamed. But great inventors and 
scientists did not stop with the dream- 
ing. They went on to do something in 
order to make the dream come true. 
It is a wonderful thing to dream about 
the kind of home we shall have some 
day, but it will never be more than a 
dream unless we do something to bring 
it about. Right now it is important 


that we understand that the kind of 
relationship we are maintaining now 
with the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
Word, the kind of companions we are 
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choosing, and eventually the kind of 
person we choose as a life partner, all 
have their vital part in making pos- 
sible for us an ideal Christian home. 
If we neglect this preparation, our 
dream home will remain only a dream, 
or it may actually become a nightmare. 


cd 


In conducting this week’s meeting, it 
might be well first to give an oppor- 
tunity for your members to name some 
of those things that go to make up an 
ideal home. Limit each one to not more 
than three suggestions, so that all pres- 
ent may have a chance ‘to participate. 
List these suggestions on a blackboard 
so that they may be readily seen 
throughout the remaénder of the meet- 
ing. The leader of the meeting should 
be prepared to suggest some Christian 
essentials for an ideal home, if no one 
else mentions them, such as the daily 
family altar for Bible reading and 
prayer; grace at mealtime, each member 
sharing in turn; regular attendance at 
church as a family; time for individual 
Bible reading and prayer; sharing in 
family chores and duties and responsi- 
bilities, according to age and ability; 
family games and recreations and sings; 
encouraging other young folks to come 
to the home to join in wholesome good 
times with the family; entertaining mis- 
sionaries and Christian workers from 
time to time; and the like. 


se 


After most of those present have had 
an opportunity to give their sugges- 
tions, divide them into small groups of 
about six persons each, with a chair- 
man and a secretary. These divisions 
can be largely according to the way 
your members are seated and without 
having them move around very much, 
which will be a time consumer. Let 
the groups have ten minutes for a dis- 
cussion as to which of the suggestions 
that have been placed on the blackboard 
are the most important. The chair- 
man’s job is to steer the discussion and 
to see that each person has a chance 
to participate. The secretary’s job is 
to jot down the decisions that the group 
makes and to report them back to the 
whole society when the groups reassem- 
ble. Make a new blackboard list of 
essentials in the order of importance 
that have been decided upon by a ma- 
jority of the groups. 

oe 


The leader should then be ready to 
show that in a truly Christian home, 
some things that are often looked upon 
as of great importance by the world, 
such as plenty of money, lovely and 
modern furnishings and equipment, 
beautiful surroundings, servants, and 
the like, do not produce true happiness 
and contentment, especially if love and 
understanding and companionship and 
Christian faith are missing. .In fact, it 
can be shown that an abundance of 
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possessions more often separates mem- 
bers of a family rather than draws 
them together, whereas even difficulties 
and privations and hardships may be a 
means of knitting the family closer to- 
gether when Christ is honored and loved 
in the home. 
we 


The Scripture portion from Luke. 10 
chosen for this week shows us a home 
in which Christ was frequently an hon- 
ored guest. One sister was concerned 
with preparation for. the entertain- 
ment of their guest. Notice that the 
Lord Jesus does not condemn this in 
itself, but rather rebukes Martha for 
her anxious desire to provide many 
things when a few, or only one, were 
necessary. A simpler preparation would 
have satisfied her guest and would not 
have interfered with her fellowship 
with Him. Perhaps you have known 
some good housewife who, when enter- 
taining guests, literally “knocked: her- 
self out” in order to provide an im- 
pressive meal and, accordingly, had no 
time or strength left to enjoy her guest. 
Perhaps you have been entertained in 
a home and were looking forward to 
the fellowship there only to find that 
all the time was taken up by the hostess’ 
preparations and serving of the meal. 
On the occasion described by Luke, the 
Lord commended the other sister, Mary, 
for choosing to spend time listening to 
His teaching and learning from Him. 
When we can learn to put Christ first 
in our homes and to take time to let 
Him speak to us and to teach us, many 
other duties about the home will find 
their rightful relationship and will be 
accomplished with less stress and strain. 
Time that families’ spend together 
around the family altar and in worship- 
ing together in church is not wasted or 
lost, but will smooth and lubricate all 
other family relationships and help to 
solve many family problems. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


“ By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 5 to 11 


Mon., May 5.—Exod. 35:1-3. 
Remembering the Sabbath. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “On the seventh 
day there shall be ...a sabbath... .” 
The word “sabbath” in Hebrew is “shab- 
bath” meaning “cessation,” and the sev- 
enth day was the gift of God to Israel. 
The first mention of it for them is found 
in Exodus 16:23; it is called the “rest 
of the holy sabbath.” God observed 
a period of rest after creation, and a 
day of rest each week is a necessity 
for everybody for the physical, mental, 
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moral, and spiritual well-being. Do not 
get entangled in arguments concerning 
the day. The fact is: “the Son of man 
is Lord alse of the sabbath” today. The 
observance by early Christians of the 
first day of the week (Acts 20:7) sep- 
arates the Christians’ rest day from that 
observed by the Jews which was at first, 
and is now, a very important distinction. 
Do you carefully observe one day of 
rest to the Lord and keep it holy? Pray 
that Christian homes may conform more 
to the will of God in the matter of 
Lord’s Day observance, 


Tues., May 6.—Exod. 36:1-7. 
Liberal Giving. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “People bring 
. .- More than enough.” The grace of 
God makes people liberal; and when to 
God's goodness is added the thought that 
we are but pilgrims and strangers here, 
it helps one to give more freely for 
the furtherance of the work of the Lord. 
It is to be feared we have more liperal- 
ity than liberality. The Macedonian 
Christians “abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality.” God is a liberal giver 
and He is pleased to see the spirit of 
liberality in His people. The Word de- 
clares, “The liberal soul shall be made 
fat” (Prov. 11:25). Pray for more readi- 
ness to respond to the will of God with 
regard to gifts for His cause. 


Wed., May 7.—Exod. 39:32-43. 
The Completed Tabernacle. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They had done 
it as the Lord had commanded.” The 
Tabernacle in the wilderness was a type 
of the greater and more perfect taber- 
nacle in Heaven. Moses was com- 
manded “when he was about to make 
the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that 
thou make all things according to the 
pattern shewed to thee in the mount” 
(Heb. 8:5). The completion of this tent 
of meeting gave Israel a deep aware- 
ness of the holiness of God and the laws 
governing the approach to Him by both 
sinners and saints. Every Christian 
should carefully study the eighth and 
ninth chapters of Hebrews to get the 
correct idea of the worship of God. Pray 
that your approaches to God may be in 
accordance to the Word of God. 


Thurs., May 8.—Num. 9:15-23. 
The Presence Over the Tabernacle. 


PraYeR SuccesTions: “As long as the 
cloud abode upon the tabernacle they 
rested in, their tents.” The movement 
of the cloud upon the Tabernacle, was, 
for Israel, God’s command for their 
journey. When the cloud moved, it was 
the same as if God had said, “Move”; 
when it rested, as if He said, “Stop.” 
His divine means of communication was 
perfectly satisfactory in that time; in 
our day God has spoken unto us through 
His Son, and the call to one and all is, 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him” 
(Luke 9:35). His final word to the 
Church in the Revelation is, “He that 





hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2:7). We 
are not to journey over life’s pathway 
by whim, but definitely by the Word. 
Pray that your life may be in every re- 
spect “according to the scriptures.” 


Fri., May 9.—Num. 6:22-27. 
An Ancient Benediction, 


PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord bless 
thee, and keep thee.” This benediction, 
called the high priestly benediction, is 
based upon God’s original word used 
when Adam and Eve became one in His 
presence (Gen. 1:28). It is the same 
word used concerning the seventh day, 
which the Lord mentions in connection 
with His rest after the work of crea- 
tion (Gen. 2:3). It means “to declare 
blessed.” This blessing resteth upon the 
“habitation of the just.” It is as the 
psalmist puts it: “For thou, Lord, wilt 
bless the righteous; with favour wilt 
thou compass him as with a shield” 
(Psa. 5:12). Pray that you may con- 
stantly walk in the paths of uprightness 
so that you may have the full blessing 
of the Lord upon your life, lips, and 
labors. 


Sat., May 10.—Heb. 9:6-15. 
Christ, the Mediator. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is the medi- 
ator...” When it comes to Salvation, 
service, and prayer, every Christian 
must have Christ as the mediator, one 
to assure success. “There is . . . one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5); He is 
the Mediator of the new covenant (Heb. 
12:24). That is Christ’s position in our 
salvation; in our service, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4:13); and in prayer, 
we come unto God by Him, “He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them” 
(Heb. 7:25; see also Rom. 8:27, 34). Pray 
that you may more visualize Christ at 
prayer in Heaven for you when you 

pray (see Rev. 5:8 and 8:3). 


Sun., May 11.—Psa. 15. 
Preparing for Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, who 
shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill?” Morn- 
ing, evening, the Lord’s Day, times 
of prayer, and the Communion serv- 
ices are God’s appointed spiritual 
check-up times. Only righteous peo- 
ple can offer acceptable worship to 
God. Clean hands and a pure heat 
are demanded of all who seek to ap- 
proach God. That is why our Lord 
said: “Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; leave there thy gift be- 
fore the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift” (Matt, 5:23, 
24). Pray for more caution and con- 
sideration and preparation in all your 
approaches to God. 
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